
The Division of Administrative Hearings is proud to announce the appointment of the following new administrative law judges, all of whom will begin their service prior to July 15:

Linzie F. Bogan graduated from Morehouse College with a business degree and from the University of Georgia College of Law. After a private law practice in Georgia where he served as assistant school board attorney in Savannah and special assistant to the Georgia Attorney General, he joined the Florida Attorney General’s Office defending state agencies in complex matters in circuit court. He also spent two years as advocate for the Florida Commission on Ethics from within the AG’s Office. Linzie has spent the last three years as Associate General Counsel/Director of Labor Relations at Florida A&M University handling a variety of compliance issues, matters before DOAH, and serving as chief hearing officer at the university. 

F. Scott Boyd received his undergraduate, masters, and law degrees from Florida State University where he achieved top honors (Order of the Coif). He also received a Master of Science Degree in Strategic Intelligence from the Defense Intelligence College. Scott served in the United States Air Force in active and reserve duty, retiring with the rank of Colonel. For more than 25 years, including the last eight as Director, Scott has been with the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee and has been responsible for the review and comment on over 5,000 rules promulgated by state agencies. He has been active in the Florida Bar, serving as Chair of the Certification Committee for State and Federal Government and Administrative Practice (SFGAP) and is board certified in that area. He has chaired the Pat Dore Administrative Law Conference, has written scholarly articles on administrative law, and is a frequent lecturer on the topic.

E. Gary Early received his undergraduate and law degrees from Florida State University. He spent the first 10 years of his career with the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation involved in a wide variety of matters, including rulemaking, procurement, permitting, petroleum storage tanks, and hazardous waste. He spent the next 10 years with Akerman, Senterfitt handling complex environmental matters for clients such as the Southwest Florida Water Management District, as well a wide variety of matters for private and public sector clients in the state agency realm. He is AV rated by the Martindale-Hubbell legal publication. When he joined Messer, Caparello & Self in 2001, Gary continued his representation of private clients and as special counsel for the Departments of Health and Financial Services, and has handled matters in all Florida courts, DOAH, and before the Governor and Cabinet. He is board certified in SFGAP by the Florida Bar.

Lynne A. Quimby-Pennock graduated from Queens College in North Carolina with a degree in history. She received her J.D. at the Walter F. George School of Law in Macon, Georgia. Lynne has worked primarily for the State of Florida with successful stints at the Departments of Business and Professional Regulation (and its predecessors DPR and DBR) and Health, Office of the Public Counsel, the Office of the Attorney General, the Florida Elections Commission, and, most recently, the Office of Financial Regulation. She has prosecuted cases before the major health professional boards, complex matters in state and federal court involving financial institutions, before DOAH, and the Public Employees Relations Commission. Lynne has been active in the Florida Bar, the Florida Government Bar Association (Past President), the Tallahassee Women Lawyers, Teen Court, and her church. She is board certified in SFGAP.

Cathy M. Sellers graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in biology and a Master of Education in Science Education. After serving as a high school science teacher in Fernandina Beach and Plant City, Cathy entered the Florida State University College of Law, graduating with High Honors (Order of the Coif). Since 1988, she has worked in the private sector as a partner at Steel, Hector & Davis; Moyle Flanigan; and, most recently, at Broad & Cassel. She has represented clients in a broad administrative law practice, including environmental and land use matters, rulemaking and regulatory permitting, and cases involving numerous agencies such as AHCA, DBPR, FHFC, FDOT and DOS. Cathy currently serves as Chair of the Administrative Law Section of the Florida Bar, on the SFGAP Certification Committee, and has served on the Executive Council of the Environmental and Land Use Section. She is board certified in SFGAP and is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell. She has recently authored the “Overview of the Florida Administrative Procedure Act” in the 9th Edition of the Florida Bar APA Manual. Since 1999, Cathy has served as an adjunct professor at the University of Florida’s Levin College of Law teaching Florida Administrative Law. 

Jessica E. Varn received her B.A. in English from the University of Puget Sound, and her J.D. from the Florida State University College of Law where she served as President of the Moot Court Team and earned numerous honors for oral advocacy. She began her career as an attorney with the McConnaughhay, Roland firm handling workers’ compensation defense litigation and appeals. She then clerked for Judge Anne Cawthon Booth at the First DCA before reentering private practice handling workers’ comp appeals while teaching legal writing and Spanish for Lawyers at the FSU Law School. In 2002, Jessica was appointed by Governor Jeb Bush as one of the three quasi-judicial commissioners at the Public Employees Relations Commission. In that capacity, she conducts hearings concerning collective bargaining issues, unfair labor practices, age discrimination appeals, whistle blower act appeals, and monitors the state career service system. She issues final orders based upon recommended orders received from hearing officers and holds oral arguments. Jessica has been extremely involved in professional and community activities, lecturing frequently to student and professional organizations. She was involved for many years with a migrant farmworker outreach program, public school activities and mentoring, and has served as a Spanish language interpreter in Federal Court proceedings. 

